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= “M E Today's Agenda

= Free Higher Ed and Work Force Training
* Free Community College
 Harold Alfond Center for the Advancement of Maine’s Workforce

« Eastern Maine Development Corporation’s Workforce Development
Services

= FAME’s New Mainer Section
* Getting Ready

» Paying for College
o Parents without SSN#
o Scholarships

Foreign Credentialing and Skills Recognition Grant Program
New Mainer Resources

FAQs

Other Resources



’ Tuition-Free Community
FAME College

What is the free community college initiative?

* Provides two years of tuition-free community college to the Maine
high school graduates in the Classes of 2022, 2023, 2024, and
2025.

= 100% of tuition and mandatory fees are covered at any one of the
seven colleges across the state.

= Tuition and fees are covered by the Free College Scholarship
unless the student’s tuition and fees are already covered by a
Federal Pell Grant and/or Maine State Grant.



’ Tuition-Free Community
FAME College

To qualify, students must:

Have a high school diploma or equivalent. This includes home
schooled students, and students earning a GED or Hi-SET
during those years.

Pursue an associate degree or academic credential

Live in Maine at the time of enrollment and while enrolled in
the program

Accept all federal and state grants

 Eligible students need to file a FAFSA to see if they are eligible for a
Pell Grant and/or a Maine State Grant.



F “M E Tuition-Free Community

College

What if the student is not eligible for federal student aid? Are
they eligible for the Free College Scholarship?

* Yes - students not eligible for federal student aid are eligible
for the Free College Scholarship.

= Students do not need to file a FAFSA!

» |nstead, the student needs to contact an advisor at the
community college they plan to attend.

 The advisor will document their circumstances and notify the
appropriate campus offices.



F “ M E Harold Alfond Center for the
Advancement of Maine’s
Workforce

Workforce Training, All in One Place
The Harold Alfond Center for the Advancement of Maine’s Workforce “ HAROLD ALFOND CENTER

coordinates all short-term workforce training programs for Maine’s FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
community colleges, working closely with business leaders and a MAINE’S WORKFORCE
workforce specialists throughout the state. Y

Short-term workforce training through Maine's community colleges
The Center, launched in 2021, speeds the delivery of critical training

to both trainees and employers. The Alfond Center will serve almost 100,000 Mainers by 2030 in these three areas:

Pre-Hire Training — learn the skills needed to enter a new profession.
Incumbent Worker Training — upskill your current, front-line workforce.
Scholarships - continue on in a certificate or degree program.

Training is grant-funded and usually free for the trainee. Let’s get started!




F “ M E Harold Alfond Center for the
Advancement of Maine’s
Workforce
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Pre-Hire
Short-Term Training

Designed to equip underemployed
individuals with the skills and knowl-
edge needed to secure employment.

» Unemployed = Rural Mainers = Justice Involved

» Underemployed = Individuals in Recovery « Career Changers

and Equity

= Students 18-24 = New Americans =  Remote Workers
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Designed to meet the needs of re- Learn more at: mccs.me.edu/workforce-
gional employers and developed in . e . .
collaboration with business and in- training/for-trainees/non-credit-courses/

dustry leaders. Short-term pre-hire
training programs offer pathways
into certificate and degree programs
at Maine’'s community colleges.




= “M = Eastern Maine Development
Corporation (EMDC)

ABOUT WORKFORCE BUSINESS SERVICES

EMDC EASTERN MAINE HOME
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

X WORKFORCE@EMDC.ORG

* HTTPS://WWW.EMDC.ORG/WORKFORCE/

EDUCATION & TRAINING

Do you have barriers to employment? Are you looking for a new job and don't know where to start? Our team works with you to ¥ (207) 991-0147
determine your skills and interests. From there we make a plan for your future, and support you each step of the way. Our goal

is to help you find meaningful, self-sustaining employment and make a livable wage in one of Maine’s growing industries, includ-
ing: construction/boat building, hospitality/tourism, healthcare, information technology, and manufacturing.

Education

< Occupational Training For In-Demand Careers: We partner with educational inst WHO ARE OU R PROG RAM S FO R?

tional training for in-demand careers at no cost to our workforce development clier]

to find a career at a local business with growing employment epportunities. .
* Young Mainers — 14 to 24 years old

< High School Diploma & HiSET Assistance: By working with adult education pro

your High School Diploma or High School Equivalency Test (HiSET). . DiS|0cated Wo rkeI”S
Training * Public Assistance Recipients
< Paid Mentorships: Work Experience is a 6-week paid mentorship that helps you le * Low-Income |ndividua|s
paycheck. The short-term experience acts like an internship; though you aren't an e P . .
with, the experience you gain boosts your resume and helps you prepare to start y * D|ﬁ|CUIty Wlth Math or Read I ng
< Hands-On Job Training: On-the-Job Training gives your employer financial suppor ¢ Employment affeCted by the pa ndemic or the 0pi0id crisis

ing you need to perform the job at the highest capacity. We also partner with the M
fer apprenticeship opportunities similar to On-the-Job Training. This hands-on train

basic workplace skills, and need support learning the technical aspects of a job.

Please do not attempt to determine your eligibility. WIOA staff will assist you as there
are many paths to eligibility.
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Welcome to FAME’s
New Mainers
Website

= Meet Florekal!

= Get Ready for College
= Paying for College

= Credential Evaluation
= Resources

= FAQ

= How Floreka Can
Help!

FAMEmaine.com/newmain

New Mainers
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Education

Wera glad you'ra bena! In Maing aned treroughout e United Stabes, Bagher eduncafion is oms
of the best ways bo cpen the door 1o a betler-paying job and more cpportunities. But as a naw
Mainer, nav igating higher edecation may incude some additional steps or challenges. I yous
first in your family to attend cobege, the process may be endamiliar and inbimidatieg.

arg tha 1
If yoss atterded cofleqe In another cowntry, higher edecation in the Unibed States maght look

wery dfarant.

FAME can hefp recent immigrants and retugess navigate Beghar education in the United
States. FAME offers Cofeqe Access and Financlal Education staff werking across Maing to
help students reach Brair Figher education goals. Fioroka Maisal is FAMETS dedicated colege
planning adviser working with new Mainars.

Regardiess of your s1arting point, FAME i hare to prowide infarmation, resources, and

persoralizad suppart. Let us know how we cam helg you reach your educational geals!

Meet Floreka Malual, College Planming Adwisor

Fioreia Malual s FAME™S dofcated coliege planring

ers AT one Hima 2 new

advisor working mith rew Ma

Wi hiorself, Flonoka spon

r first ning years in Africa,
F4ing Saven years in South Sudan and bwe years in Egypt.
Sha is fuant in both Arabic and Dinka. In the earty 20005,
Froreka and her family moved to Maing in arder 1o have

more opporbanities. She altended Portland area schools
ard gradudbed from Portland High School in 20409, In 2014
sha recaived her backelar’s degree in Health Care Studies
Treem Husson Lintversity. &S an immigrant and first

enar
caling. 5

Floreia Malaal
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Student Testimonials
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Maliza Plan Gelting Ready for College

Flanaiag by Age iou may b the first person In your tamily to atend colkege or may have attended collegs ina
Pyt Vg M. differert country, bat are fiea@ing the options ard processes o wory diferent in the United
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College Going Information =
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Reuaurces Tet-year collages: T Mast COMmon T80y S0 are LoMimunity colloges. Thise

Higher education is structured very ~

Toowsed that amand cerificatos or associabe degrees, or programs that are siricty acadiemic
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public fundirg AS o resul, furtiom rafes are typscally lower for residends of tht siate than for

There are great programs to

2
Keed Hdp' Privats collagas: These soloeids are privafery funded and tuition ratas ane tha &2 for in

support college going students! “““““‘“’““‘“““ g
= Talent Search
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= Student Support Services

oem out-of-stae.
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Each coflogi usas ks own oriteria whian decking mhethar o not te otfar admission toa
student. Most schoods are going o ask for gradss Trom oaront or previeous schooks, and somss
mil akeo ask Tor 54T or ACT scores. Dopending on a shadent’s major, H Englch is a second
langraage, studants may be asked to ke tho TOEFL test Check mith the college’s admissions
affici or website 1o laam mone aboiut that schoeods admissions oriberia

Special Programs to Support College-Going

There ane many ederal programs des iyned to halp Sirsd- generation college studonis amdor

Hrose from low-incoma families preparo for college. Frograms such o5 Upward Bosnd, TRIO,
and GEAR UP are often available throwgh high schools and kcal cofaqes and universities.

Ready to take the next step?
Yisit o Paying for Cobege page for kelplu

5 on affording higher edecation.
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Paying for College
Federal Student Aid
Eligibility
Determination

Paying for College

Make a Plan
Planning by Age
Planning Tips For ...
Graduate School Students
Military Families and Veterans
MNew Mainers
Getting Ready for College
-» Paying for College
Credential Evaluation
Foreign Credentialing Loan Program
Resources

FAQ
Previously Incarcerated Students

Resources For Professionals
Financial Wellness

Join

Start to Save

Pay for School

HOME > AFFORDING HIGHER EDUCATION > MAKE A PLAN > PLANNING TIPS FOR ... * NEW MAINERS > PAYING FOR COLLEGE

Paying for College

Whether you're an immigrant, refugee, or a new U.S. citizen, there is money available to help
new Mainers pay for higher education. However, where the money comes from largely

depends on whether or not you are eligible for federal student aid.

Are You Eligible for Federal Student Aid?

To be eligible for federal student aid, you must be a U.S. citizen OR an eligible noncitizen. If
you already know you're eligible for federal student aid, your next step is to file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

If you already know you're eligible for federal student aid, your next stepis to file the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

Yes, I'm eligible.

Generally, you are not eligible for federal student aid if:

* You have been granted DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) status.

= You have only a “Motice of Approval to Apply for Permanent Residence” (I-171 or |-464).

* You are in the U.5. on an F-1 or F-2 nonimmigrant student visa, orona J-1or J-2
nonimmigrant exchange visitor visa.

» You hold a G series visa (pertaining to international organizations).

If you know you are not eligible for federal student aid at this time, you still have options.

No, I'm not eligible at this time.

Not sure if you're eligible?




FAME

Paying for College

Helpful Tools

= Tracking Status of
Immigration Application

= Paying for Higher
Education Video

= Scholarships for New
Mainers

Not sure if you're eligible?

I you're not sure aof your eligibility, you can use our interactive eligibility guestionnaire to help

you determine your status:

Interactive Eligibility Questionnaire:
1yAre vou a US Cirizen?
o Wes

2 Ma

Track Your Case Status Online

Are you waiting to hear back aboul your case stat
immigration application, petition, or reguest with Y

online case status ool

VIDEQ: Paying for Higher Education for New Mainers

EDUCATION

l’.:p'rrlgh'l o 2022 Flrarce Authzrty of Malne

Watch on ({8 YeaTihe

Are you a new Mainer wondering how you'll pay far your higher education? This video will tel
you what you need to know, guide you through options for paying for college, and help you
navigate the Mew Mainers section of the FAME website.

Scholarships for New Mainers

Scholarships provide money, often from private institutions or communily organizations, that
you will not need to repay. If you are not eligible for federal or state financial aid, you may be

able to pay for some of your higher education expenses using scholarships.
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Paying for
College
Yes, I’'m eligible for
federal student aid!

= FAFSA tips for
new Mainers

= FSAID
information and
resources

= Pathway
worksheet

YES, I'm eligible for federal student aid.

If you are a U.5. citizen or eligible noncitizen, the next step is to file your Free
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Use FAME's FAFSA 1-2-3 for New
Mainers to make filing the FAFSA easier.

To learn more about how to file a FAFSA, visit FAME's Filing the 2024-2025 FAFSA

page or watch this short video (in Arabic). If you are an eligible noncitizen, you will

need to enter your eight or nine-digit Alien Registration Number (ARN) on the
FAFSA.

Parents who already have a Social Security number will need to provide it when
creating their FSA ID.

New with the release of the 2024-2025 FAFSA: Parents who do not have a Social
Security Number are able to create an FSA ID. For step-by-step instructions, see

our FSA ID Worksheet for those without a Social Security number.

If one or more of your parents live outside the United States, below are some tips to
help you complete the FAFSA. If you are considered a dependent student, you
typically need to provide parent information. Your parents’ specific situation will

determine whose information is required, so review the below information carefully:

® |f your parents are married and one parent lives outside the United States,
information for both parents will be required. Additionally, both parents will
need to create their own FSA ID (see below for more information on FSA IDs)
and provide “consent and approval” to allow federal tax information to be
retrieved from the IRS and disclosed to Federal Student Aid and to the schools
you listed on the FAFSA. Parents will indicate that they are “Married filing
separately.” The U.5.-residing parent will provide their requested federal tax
information (if applicable). The international parent will provide their income
and asset information, converted into U.5. dollars, and indicate “Foreign

Country™ and “Foreign Tax Return™ where appropriate.

If your parents are not married (and don't live in the same household) or are
divorced, information will be required only for the parent who provided you the
most financial support in the last 12 months.

If both parents reside outside the United States but continue to provide most of
your financial support, you will provide information for both parents. Your
parents will indicate "Foreign Country” and “Foreign Tax Return” where

appropriate.

Important FSA ID Information
One of the first steps when filing a FAFSA is to create a Federal Student Aid account,
often referred to as an FSA ID. The FSA ID is a username and password you will use

to access and sign your FAFSA. All students need an FSA ID, and at least one parent
of a dependent student will also need their own FSA ID to sign the FAFSA.

Parents who have a Social Security number (S5N) will provide their S5N when
creating their FSA ID. Parents who do not have a Social Security number can still
create their FSA ID. For more information and instructions on creating FSA IDs and to
keep track of all FSA 1D information, use the appropriate FAME FSA ID worksheet(s)

for your situation:

* Get the Student FSA ID Worksheet.
* Get the Parent FSA ID Worksheet.
® Get the FSA ID Worksheet for those without a Social Security number.

For more information on creating an FSA ID, watch this short video. If you speak
Arabic, we've created this video to help with creating and retrieving FSA IDs:
Creating an FSA ID (in Arabic).

College Pathways Worksheet
FAME's College Pathways Worksheet will help keep your planning on track as you
work through the financial aid and scholarship processes and pursue other options

to pay for college.

Download College Pathways Worksheet =

Have you had a change in citizenship status?

If your status has changed from an eligible noncitizen to a LL.5. citizen, contact the
Social Security Administration (SSA) to update your status. If you do not update
your citizenship status with the SSA, it could delay your student financial aid. To
contact the S5A call 1-800-772-1213 or visit the Social Security Administration’s
website at ssa.gov.
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Parents without a
Social Security
number (SSN) must
create a
StudentAid.gov
account (FSAID) to
access, complete and
sign their portion of
the FAFSA.

Students must have a
regular SSN (not one
for work purposes
only) and be a citizen
or eligible non-

Parents Without Social Security

Create an Account

o
Step 1of 7
Personal Information

Iunderstand that I'll be required to certify that the information I provide
account is true and correct and that 'm the individual I claim to be.

If 'm not the person I claim to be, Tunderstand that 'm not authorizego proceed
that I should exit this form now: If I provide false or misleading inforgflation, I
understand that I might be subject to a fine, prison time, or both.

First Name

Middle Initial
| /°
Last Name /

Date of Birth

Month Day Year

Social Security Number
( ‘What If | don't have a Soclal Security numberi)

T e

®

What If | don't have a Soclal Securlty number? -~

If you don't have a Social Security number (S5N) and at least
one these two statements describes you, you can check the
box below to create an account without an SSN:

* [am a citizen of the Freely Associated States who needs
to complete the FAFSA® form online.

* [am a parent or spouse of a student who is applying for
aid.

[ ] 1donot have an SSN.
I am a citizen of the Freely Associated States and I do not
have a Social Security number (38N); OR I am a parent or
spouse of a student who is applying for aid and I do not
have an 558N,

Warning: You must enter an SSN if you have one

If you create an account without a Social Security number ($SN) when you actually have one,
you can be prevented from completing or contributing to a FAFSA form. You can also
experience delays in verifying your identity and be prevented from contributing to other
applications on Studentaid.gov.

You should only continue creating an account without an $SN if you do not have an SSN and
one of the following statements is true for you:

© 1ama parent or spouse of a student who is applying for aid, and | do not have an SSN.

&) 1am acitizen of the Freely Associated States and need to complete the FAFSA” form
online.

Note: Any previously completed FAFSA forms won't be linked to your new account. You will still
be able to access information from 2023-24 FAFSA form if vou use your identifiers on the FAFSA
roles page.

| have an SSN

] I do NOT have an SSN




F“ ME Parents Without Social Security
Number

* The remainder of the FSA ID creation process similar process for those w/ an
SSN except that individuals must certify their identity by checking a box.
Additionally, some individual will see knowledge-based verification questions.

= When the account is created, the confirmation screen will inform the
individual of their verification status.

» If the account is verified, individuals can immediately begin fully using their account.

* |fthe account is created, but not verified, individuals will be able to access the FAFSA
form, but the account will have limited functionality. No additional steps are currently
needed.

= For step-by-step instructions to create an account without a SSN, see
our FSA ID Worksheet for those without a Social Security number



https://www.famemaine.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/No-SSN-FSA-ID-Tracking-Sheet.pdf
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F““ E How to Create a Federal

FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE StudentAid.gov Account
for those without a Social Security number

When you create your StudentAid.gov account, you'll set up a username and password that will give you
access to Federal Student Aid's online systems and serves as your legal signature. You can only have one
StudentAid.gov account. You'll use the same username and password whether you are a parent completing
a FAFSA for your first child, a parent completing a FAFSA for a subsequent child, or student completing a
FAFSA for yourself.

Only create a StudentAid gov account using your own information and for your own use. The same
username and password will be used to access and complete the FAFSA, sign federal loan documents, and
access student loan information. You'll need your StudentAid.gov account information for years to come, so
use this form to keep track of information associated with it and store this form in a secure location

Instructions

1. GotoStudentAid.gov and click on “Create Account”.

2. Enter personal information.

Legal name and date of birth.

Click the box to indicate that you don't have a Social Security Number (S5N) and then confirm that
you don't have an S5N on the next screen.

Create username and password.

Provide your email address, mailing address, and mabile phone number. Confirm your

communication preferences.

3. Answer the challenge questions. Select answers that are easy to remember and won't change
over time.

4. Confirm and verify your information and agree to FSA’s terms and conditions.

5. Confirm and certify your identity by checking the box at the bottom of the page.

&. Enter a validation code to confirm your mobile phone number and email address. You can also
set up the Authenticator app on your mobile phone.

7. Answer knowledge-based verification questions, if provided.

8. Your account has been created, and the confirmation screen will inform you of your
verification status.
+ If your account is verified, you can immediately begin fully using your account.
« If your account is created, but not verified, you'll stillimmediately be able to access the FAFSA form,

but your account will have limited functionality. Mo additional steps are currently needed.
9. Save your information in the space provided on the back of this worksheet.

Are you a new Mainer looking for information on higher
education or credential evaluation?
Visit FAMEmaine.com/NewMainers

A A0 0025

nemunity Drive, Augusta ME 04332-0949 « 207-623-3263 or 1-B00-228-3734 = Fax: 207-623-0095-TTY:

Parents Without Social

Security Number

FAME

FINAKCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE

Your StudentAid.gov Account Information

Email Address: Username:

Password: Mabile Phone Number:

Answers to Challenge Questions (answers are case sensitive)

Challenge Question/Answer 1:

Challenge Question/Answer 2:

Challenge Question/Answer 3:

Challenge Question/Answer 4:

Your Back Up Code
When you set up the required two-step verification, you will be assigned a backup code. Your backup code lets

you access your account if you can't use any other two-step verification method. A backup code can only be
used once.

To generate a new backup code:
1. Loginto your account at StudentAid.gov.
2. Click on Settings = Two Factor Verification > Generate a New Back Up Code.

3. Write your backup code here:

PO Box 949, mmunity Drive, Augusta, ME 04332-0949 = 207-623-3263 or 1-B00-228-3734 = Fax: 207-623-0095- TTY: 207-626-2T17




’ Parents Without Social Security
FAME Security

Date of Birth (3 Date of Birth 3

In the FAFSA... iz D Fear At | b | |Ew |
= When completing the |

inVitation SeCtion Social Security Number (SSN) (2 Social Security Number ($5N) &
there’s a box to : g |

|nd |Cate pa I"entS [] My parent doesn't have an 58N. [] My parent doesn't have an S5N.
don’t have an SSN.

= When box is e e | |Emaﬂ Address @
checked, screen will
update to display Confirm Email Address () Confirm Email Address (7
request for mailing
address.

= No longer will Sen Inite Sar nvie
parents without an
SSN fill in all zeros in
the SSN box.

Presiows




E “ ME Parents Without Social Security

Number

Remaining issues for mixed-status families (student has SSN but
parent does not):
= |[RS matchis not working for anyone without SSN

 Contributors will need to manually enter tax return related data.
= |f the student enters slightly incorrect information when inviting

contributor, system is having trouble finding the contributor so
can’t send an invitation.

* If the student starts the FAFSA and the invite isn’t working, have the
student delete their section of the FAFSA and have the parent start
the FAFSA.
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Not sure if you're eligible?

If you're not sure of your eligibility, you can use our interactive eligibility questionnaire to hel|
you determine your status:

Interactive Eligibility Questionnaire:

1) Are vou a US Citizen?
o Tes

w Mo

You indicated you are not a U.5. citizen, but you may be an eligible noncitizen.
We'll ask a few more questions to help you find out.

1) Are vou are a U.5. national (include: natives of American Samoa or Swains Island)?

Yes

W Mo

3.)Are vou a U5, permanent rezident with a Form I-551, I-15]1, or I-551C (Permanent
Resident Card, Fesident Alien Card, or Alien Regiztration Feceipt Card), also known az a
“green card™?

View examples

o Yes

W Mo

4.) Do you have an Arrival-Departure Record (I-94) from U.5. Citizen and Immigration
Services (USCIS) showing one of the following statozes?
Retugee
Asylumn granted
Cuban-Haitian Entrant
“Conditienal Entrant™ (valid only If issued before April 1, 1980
“Parglee” (you must be pareled for at least one year, and you must be able to provide evidence
from the USCIS that you are in the United States for other than & temparary purpose with the
Iintention of becoming a LS. citlzen or permanent resident).

o Yes

W Mo

Paying for College

Not sure if eligible for federal

student aid!
Use this tool!

&) Do you hold a T nonimmigrant statu: (“T-viza™} (for victims of human trafficking) or
dioe: vour parent hold a T-1 sonimmizrant status?

o Tes
& Ma
4.} Are vou a “battered immigrant-qualified alien™ who is a victim of abuze by your citizen
or permanent-resident spouze, or are vou the child of a person desiznated a: such under
the Viclence Against Women Act (VAWA)T
2 Wes

W Mo

T} Are vou a citizen of the Federated State: of Micronesia, the BEepoblic of the Aarshall
Izlands, or the Eepublic of Palau?

) es

W Mo

Based on your answers, it appears you're not eligible for federal financial aid
at this time, but you still have some options.

Check out our resources and next steps for ineligible students.
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Paying for College
Not Eligible for Federal
Student Aid
School Choice
Resources to Explore
Pay As You Go
Employer Educations Benefits

N

NO, I'm not eligible for federal student aid at this time.

Even if you are not eligible for federal student aid, other options do exist. Consider

the following:

School Choice

Altend a school that has policies and funding dedicated to supporting students who
are nat eligible for federal student aid funds. Here are some guestions to ask when

researching schools.

If the school you are planning to attend offers funding to DACA students or ather
students who are not eligible for federal student aid, ask them how to apply for those
funds. In some casas, and if you have a Social Security Mumber, the school may want

you to complete a FAFSA.

Resources to Explore

« USM's Promise Scholarship is open to asylum seekers under certain

circumstances. Contact Danial Barton for more information.

The Adult Learner Scholarship is for nontraditional students and supports a

range af training, including two- and four-year degrees, certificates, and other
non-degree programs.

« Learn more about admission policies, financial aid, and scholarships for

undocumented students.

Additionally, scholarships are available to students in many different situations,
including asylum seehers or others who are ineligible for federal student aid.

FAME has compiled a list of scholarships new Mainers may be eligible for.

Pay AsYou Go

Pay as you go by attending school part-time, ideally with the help of scholarships,
payment plans, and possible limited funding from the school. Most schools have
payment plans that allow you bto spread the cost of your course(s) over several
payments throughout a semester or school year, making paying lfor classes easier to

manage.

Employer Education Benefits

Work for an employer that provides education assistance for their employees. Some

emplayers will cover a portion of your tuition or help support your educational goals
in ather ways.

Start by contacting your employer's Human Resaurces office and asking them these

guestions aboul employer education benefits.




Scholarship Tracking Spreadsheet (xdsx) =

7
F“ M E We regularly review the scholarships we share to mahe sure they are up to date. However,
scholarship criteria, deadlines, and availability can change without our knowledge. If you find a

scholarship that is out of date, please let us know.

Scholarship Deadline Eligibility Course of Study

American

Scholarships for New e gy e
Mainers .
Check out those listed in the LeolanCHISIST 5500 Mayl  Mustbea Maine residen

Scholarship

New Mainer section

in the fall. Mini GPA of 3.0.
Asian Pacific $1,000- See fnnets fimum °

A I S O CO n n eCt W i t h t h e Fund $20,000 website Must be a U.S. citizen or Any

permanent resident unless

following to ask about

Avesta residents who are enrolling

scholarships: S

Scholarshi §1,000 May 9 Eligible programs include college, Any
. . = trade school, and certificate
= Local high school or guidance —

O ffi C e Offers three different worldwide

essay contests: Anthem (for 8th-

12th grade students); Fountainhead

. CO I I eg e fi n a n C i a I a i d Offi Ce Ayn Rand Essay Varies See (for 11th & 12th grade students), Any

Contests website
and Atlas Shrugged (for 12th

|| Employer/pa rent employer grade, college, and graduate

students).

= Faith based institutions

demonstrate activism in the

. . . w $10,000 ) struggle to achieve civil rights,
- LO C a I S e rV I C e O rg a n I Z at I O n cholarship up to 310, Apnil economic justice, international Any

Fund L .
solidarity, and/or other progressive

Causes.




E “M E Foreign Credentialing and Skills
Recognition Grant Program

. < e Foreign Credentialing and Skills
Foreign Credentialing and .
Recognition Grant Program

S ki I I S R e c o g n it i o n G ra nt The Foreign Credentialing and Skills Recognition Grant Progra

B e °“l " What can the grant be used for?
assist eligible immigrants living in Maine who are not yet eligib

P ro q ra m prepare for entry into the workforce. Grants can be used for eligible costs.

) “Eligible costs” include, but are not limited to, the following examples incurred or to be

m G t f t 1 O O O Grants for up to 51,000 are available to help pay for the costs 3 incurred by an applicant prior to obtaining a work permit and incurred or to be incurred for
ra n S O r u p O ’ a re becoming work-ready while waiting for issuance of a work per the purpose of improving the applicant’s work-readiness once they obtain a work permit:

authorities.

a Va i I a b I e to h e I p p a y fo r t h e ® Costs of translation into English of any diplomas, transcripts, certifications or other proof
of trainings or experience in trades, or other documents establishing courses studied or
t M t d ‘t h t h the completion of secondary school or of higher education at either the undergraduate
COS S aSSOCIa e WI e or graduate level.

?
HDW do I apply' Fees related to education evaluations establishing the equivalency level of education or

process Of becom I ng WO rk_ The Foreign Credentialing and Skills Recognition Grant Progra experience attained abroad.

online. Funds are limited and grants will be awarded on a first- Costs of translation into English of documents related to professional licenses,

L] L] .
re a d y W h I I e Wa I t I n g fo r Applications will be accepted as long as funds are available registrations, or certifications of trainings or other experience obtained abroad.

Costs of translation into English of letters of reference or recommendations related to

i S S u a n C e Of a WO r- k e r- m it b 1. The application for the Foreign Credentialing and Skills Re education or experience obtained abroad.
p y Fees related to test preparation courses or registration fees for a standard test of English

be completed online. You will not be able to save an applical

as a foreign language such as the Test of English as a Foreign Language® (TOEFL) or

1 M H later— begin th lication, ilf d t
fe d e ra I I m m I g ra t I O n T OIER yOU BRI TS SpPTESTAn, yOu W nEea e fomp other standardized test recognized worldwide that measures English language

2. Before you begin, have all documents required to complet o o
proficiency, when necessary for an immigrant’s work.

L ready to upload (e.g., photo, scan, PDF):
authorities.

* A copy of identification documentation, such as a pas

Expenses for employment or professional applications, certifications, licensing fees and

related requirements for seeking employment, including but not limited to fingerprinting
only), consular identification card, or other governme and required tests.

" Fu nds are |imited - first Come’ documentation, even if expired;

® Either a copy your USCIS receipt (electronic or paper including but not limited to driver's education course fees, learner’s permit application

f| I'St S e rve d 1-765 with an eligibility category beginning with C, or fees and driver’s license fees.

and your USCIS Form 1-589 is currently pending, a co Costs to travel to the nearest location of any exam or test needed to establish the

Fees related to obtaining a Maine driver’s license, including a commercial driver’s license,

filing receipt; applicant’s skills or credentials or English language proficiency, such as the TOEFL, if
' there is no location within 60 miles of the Maine town in which the immigrant resides.

® Invoices or screenshots of expenses that the grant fu

.

Costs of a filing fee required by the United States Department of Homeland Security,
United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, or any successor federal agency, to

apply for the immigrant’s initial work permit.
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Local Organizational Resources for New Mainers

Gateway Community
Services

Hope Acts
Learning Works

Maine Youth Action
Network

My Place Teen Center

New Mainers Resource
Center

Portland Adult Education

1™ A I\

Portland Public
Schools: Multilingual and
Multicultural Center

Prosperity Maine
The Root Cellar

Tree Street Youth

Youth & Community
Engagement



FAME
Frequently Asked Questions (and Answers)

= Am | eligible to receive federal student aid?

= As an eligible noncitizen, is there any additional information |
need to provide when completing the FAFSA?

= As an undocumented student or DACA student, can | file the
FAFSA?

= As an eligible noncitizen, what will | need to complete the
FAFSA?

= One or both of my parents live outside of the United States.
Do | need to include their financial information?

= How do you represent income from a foreign tax return?
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= One-on-one appointments
= Classroom presentations

= College application
assistance

= Scholarship application
assistance

= Credential evaluation grant
application help

= Navigating resources and
more

How Floreka Can Help!

Floreka Malual

(she/her)
New Mainer Specialist

(207) 620-3530
Email Floreka




PLAN

TOOLS TO HELP YOU
PURSUE EDUCATION AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

HIGHEREDUCATION

BUILD

STEPS TO FINANCIAL WELLNESS

-

.,fi

Your guide to
financial success

FAME

Other FAME Resources

MONEY
FOR
SCHOOL.

(THAT YOU DON'T HAVE TO PAY BACK!)

File the FAFSA.

(The Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
Filing early is the best way to maximize your eligi
scholarships. Most people can complete their sec
Ready to file your FAFSA? StudentAid.gov

Need more information? FAME can help!
Visit FAMEmaine.com/FAFSA.

. trade.and.
onling schaats, 25 well 2 colleqes and unlversities.

Thinking about going
to college, university,
or technical school?

YOU CANDOIT.

FAME can help. The Finance Authority
of Maine (FAME) helps recent immigrants
and refugees navigate higher education
in the United States.

LETUSHELPYOU
REACH YOUR GOAL!

FAFSAQOBOO

for New Mainers

Financial aid can make paying for higher education much easier! All students should submit the FAFSA
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid). All schools use the FAFSA to determine eligibility for federal

and state financial aid, and many schools use the FAFSA to determine eligibility for their institutional

financial aid.

1. Gather information

Both the student and the parent(s) will need the following information to create a
Federal Student Aid account (FSA ID) and file the FAFSA. Gathering it ahead of time
will make the process easier.

= Social Security number* + Email address
+  Alien Registration Number, + 2022 federal tax return
if applicable

*Parents who don’t have a Social Security number can still create an FSA ID. See
our FSA ID Tracking Sheet for those without a Social Security number for
instructions. When creating a Federal Student Aid account (FSA ID) and filing
the FAFSA, click the box indicating you don’t have a Social Security number and
provide the required information.

2. Create a Federal Student Aid account (FSA ID)
at StudentAid.gov

When you create a Federal Student Aid account, you'll set up an FSA ID (username and
password). You'llnead an FSA ID to file the FAFSA and to enter any Federal Student
Aid websites. It also serves as your legal signature.

All students need an FSA ID, and at least one parent will need an FSA ID. If parents
live together but aren't married or don't file a joint tax return, both of them will need
an FSA ID. You'll need your FSA ID for years to come, so we recommend using the
appropriate FAME FSA ID Tracking Sheet to keep track of your information:

Download Student FSA ID Tracking Sheet

Download Parent FSA ID Tracking Sheet

Dowmload FSA ID Tracking Sheet for those
without a Social Security number

FAME

FINANCE AUTRORITY 8F MAINE

v

FAMEmaine.com/NewMainers
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Questions?
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Thank you for joining us today! Find more FREE
resources and information at

FAMEmaine.com/education

Follow us:

OCo

Contact: education@FAMEmaine.com

PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734
TTY: 207-626-2717
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