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Getting Ready to File the 2025-2026 FAFSA
 Federal Student Aid Accounts (FSA IDs) 

• Create an FSA ID
• Confirm Who Needs One
• Steps for Parents without an SSN

 Building a List of Schools
 Resources to Help Understand the Process and 

Encourage Important Conversations
 FAFSA Completion for Students with Challenging 

Circumstances
 Ways FAME Can Help!

Today’s Topics



Getting and Staying Connected
 Please keep us updated regarding staffing changes.

• If you didn’t receive an invite directly from us, please reach out to 
me at mtappan@famemaine.com so we can add you to our mailing 
list.

 We’ll be sharing resources at the end but the easiest way for 
students and parents to say up to date is to join our email and/or 
text list at FAMEmaine.com/join.

Connect with FAME

mailto:mtappan@famemaine.com


Federal Student Aid Account (FSA ID)
 First step in the FAFSA filing process.

 Accounts are created at StudentAid.gov.

 When an account is created, individuals set up a username and 
password (referred to as an FSA ID).

 An FSA ID is required to access the FAFSA and all Federal Student Aid 
processes and serves as legal signature.

FSA ID Basics



Creating a Federal Student Aid Account (FSA ID)
 When creating an account, individuals provide identifying information 

including their Social Security number (SSN).
• Name, date of birth, and SSN are matched against Social Security Administration 

data to verify the individual’s identity.
 Individuals need a unique email address that can be accessed when creating 

the account as it must be verified.
• Students should not use their high school email address. Instead, 

recommend they create a new email address.
 Ideally, individuals will provide their mobile phone number.
 Individuals will need to select and answer four challenge questions. 

FSA ID Creation



Two-Step Verification is 
required to complete the FSA 
ID creation process through 
one of the following:
 One time password 

generated from 
authenticator app

 SMS (text) sent to a verified 
mobile phone

 Email sent to a verified 
email address

FSA ID Creation – 
Two-Step Verification



New last year!
 Parents without an SSN can now create an 

account.
 Process is similar for those without an SSN 

except there is an extra step at the end to 
verify their identity.
• If enough information on file with TransUnion, 

four knowledge-based questions will be asked. 
If answered correctly, identify is verified.

• If there isn’t enough information on file with 
TransUnion or if the questions aren’t answered 
correctly, individuals will have to provide 
additional documentation via email. 

FSA ID Creation – 
No SSN



Who Needs an FSA ID?
 Every contributor must have their own FSA ID.
 A contributor is anyone providing information on the FAFSA who is 

required to provide consent by clicking approval (which allows IRS to 
disclose their federal tax information (FTI), and the DoE to use their FTI and 
redisclose their FTI to schools and organizations).

 The student is always a contributor.
 Other possible contributors include the parent, the parent’s spouse, and 

student’s spouse.

Who Needs an FSA ID?



Determining Parent Contributors
 If parents are married and filed a 2023 joint tax return, 

information for both parents will be required but only one 
parent will need an FSA ID. 

 If parents are married and filed 2023 taxes separately, or if 
parents live together but aren’t married, information for 
both parents will be required and both parents will need 
their own FSA ID. 

Determining Parent Contributors



 If parents are divorced, separated, or never married and don’t live in 
the same household, the parent who provides the most financial 
support will be required to provide information on the FAFSA and will 
need an FSA ID. 

 If that parent is remarried on the day the FAFSA is filed, information 
for their spouse will also be required and their spouse will need their 
own FSA ID unless they filed a 2023 joint tax return.

Determining Parent Contributors



 FSA IDs should be 
created at least several 
days prior to filing the 
FAFSA. 

 If FSA ID has not been 
“matched” individuals 
will have to manually 
enter all tax related 
information. 

When Should FSA IDs Be Created?



StudentAid.gov



Schools to List on the FAFSA
 Students need to list at least one school on the FAFSA.
 Students should list all schools they are considering.
 Encourage student/families to use net price calculators (available 

on each school’s website) but watch for signs that the calculators 
haven’t been updated recently.

 Student can use the Big Future website to investigate and search 
for schools based on affordability. 
• Schools vary tremendously in the amount of aid offered and 

“percent of need” they can meet. 

Building a List of Schools



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search 

Step 1: Get Ready



Please Share….

FAME’s Path to Affording 
Higher Education handout.

FAMEmaine.com/affording-
education/pay-for-
school/resources-tools/



Please Share..

FAME’s Path to Affording 
Higher Education handout.

FAMEmaine.com/affording-
education/pay-for-
school/resources-tools/

FAMEmaine.com/publications



Please Share..
FAME’s Get Ready to File the 2025-2026 FAFSA 
handout - FAMEmaine.com/affording-
education/pay-for-school/resources-tools/



FAFSA Completion for Students 
with Challenging Circumstances

If a student can answer “Yes” to any of these questions they are considered 
Independent and no parent information is required on the FAFSA.



Dependency Status Determination

Answering yes to any of the 
highlighted questions in red 
results in the student being 
automatically  considered 
independent!



Dependency Status Determination –  
Homeless or At Risk of Being Homeless



If the answer is yes and it can be documented 
by one of the following, the student is 

automatically considered independent.

If Yes…..Unaccompanied Homeless Youth

If student meets the criteria but none of the following can 
document, the student is considered “Provisionally 

independent” and must follow up with their financial aid office.



Student with Unusual 
Circumstances

If a student has unusual 
circumstances and answers yes, the 

students will be considered 
“Provisionally independent” and 

need to follow up with their 
financial aid office.

One more pathway for student with unusual circumstances



Additional FAME Get Ready Resources for Students and Families
 Financial Aid Information Sessions

• In-Person and Virtual Events – FAMEmaine.com/Events
 FAME’s Texting and/or Email Lists

• To join go to: FAMEmaine.com/Join
• Members of the class of 2025 (or their parent/guardian) will be 

entered into a drawing for a $1,000 Future Fund scholarship! 
 FAME’s Parent/Caregiver FB Group – Paying for College for ME
 One-on-One Financial Aid Coaching

• To schedule an appointment, go to: FAMEmaine.com/Contact 

Additional Resources

https://www.famemaine.com/events/help-your-students-get-ready-to-file-the-2025-2026-fafsa/
https://www.famemaine.com/affording-education/make-a-plan/join/
https://www.famemaine.com/contact/


October’s Wednesday Webinar

Maine Scholarship Connections
Wednesday October 9, 2024

1:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Scholarship opportunities for Maine students are expanding yearly, and this year is no different! In 
this session, we’ll talk all things scholarships. We’ll focus on how Maine students can find 
scholarships, and we’ll share resources FAME has created to make it easier to track these 
opportunities. We’ll also be joined by Maine scholarship superstars, Jackie Shannon from the 
Maine Community Foundation and Julie Bourgoin from the Worthington Scholarship Foundation. 
This session is sure to build excitement, so please join us to learn more about connecting your 
students with these great opportunities for the 24-25 academic year.

To register go to: FAMEmaine.com/events

Wednesday Webinars - Up Next



Questions?



Thank you for joining us today! Find more FREE resources and 
information at FAMEmaine.com/education

  Follow us:

Contact:   Education@FAMEmaine.com
       PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734
       TTY: 207-626-2717
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